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Comments to the Author 
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Comments to the Author 
The abstract needs to also explain the research method. 
In the introduction, it is written that social media and website have become a threat to cultural values and 
traditional religious authority. It would be better if the statement is supported by relevant evidence. 
This study interviewed 24 students. The analysis of data findings in the form of simple tables is actually 
inadequate due to the limited number of samples. It is recommended that the data displayed display more 
qualitative data, not a simple percentage table analysis. To understand students’ critical thinking, it is best 
to explore it more through qualitative research. 
The author emphasizes the positive aspects of social media and the internet too much, while the 
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problematic situations that arise and the threats that exist in cyberspace also need to be seen among 
students. 
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Reviewer(s)' Comments to Author: 
 
Reviewer: 1 
 
Comments to the Author 
This article is not yet ready for publication.  There are many errors in grammar and vocabulary (some 
are outlined below), and too many unexplained references to aspects of Indonesian culture which will 
not be familiar or meaningful to the wider readership.  A clear explanation of these would give some 
valuable insight into the culture. 
It would be helpful if the title of the article explicitly identified the religious education under scrutiny as 
exclusively Islamic. 
There are some unsupported assertions which demonstrate assumptions which are highly contested – 
for example, the assertion that “Every religion is an exclusive embodiment of the Absolute, who reveals 
Himself into various forms” (p 6) is problematic, and appears naïve in a consideration of Islamic 
religious education. 
The potential problems of internet and social media use are briefly acknowledged (“social media such 
as the internet contain a lot of harmful content that might destroy moral and human values if they are 
not properly used. Many cases of anarchism have used internet and social media as tools to trigger 
religious-motivated conflicts in society.” – p 17) Some more insight into how users determined what 
was appropriate to access, and what was not, would be helpful. 
The introduction of “Magical awareness” and “Intellectual Despotism” late in the article suggest that 
more could be explored and analysed from the data, but these ideas are not developed in the piece. 
The conceptualisation of teaching and learning needs to be clarified - “Learning offers an insight that a 
teacher is a person who knows everything and is assigned to transfer knowledge to students.” - (p 5) - 
This does not cohere with the chosen definitions of learning given earlier in the piece, which do not 
mention teaching at all. 
While recognising that English is probably not the first language of the writer, and most of the writing is 
clear enough, there are some phrases which are awkward to the point of being confusing. “Internet, 
which uses computers (interconnected networks) worldwide, contains 
information and serves as a means of sharing any data such as voices, images, videos, and text that 
ease people to find as much information as possible” – “that ease people to find” is not a phrase 
recognised in English, and the meaning needs to be clarified. 
It is not clear what is meant by this: “The pluralism view considers religion a personal and individual 
experience, which has a divine uniqueness manifested into different crystallizations”.  It is unhelpful 
that Hosseini (2008) uses the term “pluralism” (already having several different uses within the field of 
RE) to refer to something new and different – this further obscures the meaning here. 
“They were considered to present religion differently, with a language an easy language and following 
their spirit as young people.” (p 11) This is not good English. Nor is “They used the forum to deepen 
their knowledge of Islam, which they felt still lack of religious lessons.” (p 12) 
The phrase “change magical conciesness to critical awareness in studying religion” (p ) is not English 
at all. 
It is not clear what is meant by “The discussion is dialogical and able to reflect and see the causality 
law (Smith, 2008: 84-85).” (p 19) 
To suggest that any ustadz is “idolized” (p 16 & 17 ff) is highly problematic, and this word needs to be 
changed; the meaning in English encompasses worship, not mere admiration.  
It would be helpful for the wider readership to explain the terms “Nahdlatul Ulama” and 
“Muhammadiyah” along with the other named newer religious movements to give a clearer sense of 
the differences between these groups, and their significance. 
Quoting from respondents, the view expressed by one, that “In my opinion, sometimes they do things 
excessively, such as what they do at Monas Jakarta. We must be able to tolerate them. It is okay, as 
long as it doesn't go against Pancasila” is obscure – what exactly is done at Monas Jakarta? What is 
the relationship between Islamic RE and Pancasila?  These things need clarification for a wider 
readership. 



There is some unnecessary repetition, for example that “tolerance must also be addressed to the 
adherents of other religions with an attitude of mutual cooperation in various fields except aqidah.” This 
suggests a lack of adequate proof-reading. 
 
 
Reviewer: 2 
 
Comments to the Author 
1.      In the method section, the research is done using phenomenology. However, the data presented 
is closer to that of quantitative research, with data support in tabular form. There are inconsistencies 
between the method and the data displayed. No in-depth data is displayed. 
2.      With a sample of only 24 students, it is actually still inadequate to be used as basic data for 
quantitative research. The data displayed is also not in the form of interview excerpts from in-depth 
probing results. 
3.      Data analysis is too shallow. Does not refer to a strong state of the art theory. The literature 
review presented is also not in-depth. 
4.      The article needs improvement. Many revisions need to be made. 
 
 
 
 

 

 


